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National foreword 
 

This Zimbabwe Standard ZWS ISO 8212: 1986: Soaps and detergents - Techniques of sampling 

during manufacture, is an identical adoption of the first edition of the International Standard ISO 
8212 published on 15 June 1986 (Confirmed in 2019). 

 
This standard was approved by Technical Committee CH 001: Chemicals, under the general 
guidance of the Chemicals Standards Council. 
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Foreword 

 

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national 
standards bodies (ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is 
normally carried out through ISO technical committees. Each member body interested in a 
subject for which a technical committee has been established has the right to be represented on 
that committee. International organizations, governmental and non-governmental, in liaison 
with ISO, also take part in the work. 
 
Draft International Standards adopted by the technical committees are circulated to the member 
bodies for approval before their acceptance as International Standards by the ISO Council. They 
are approved in accordance with ISO procedures requiring at least 75 % approval by the 
member bodies voting. 
 
International Standard ISO 8212 was prepared by Technical Committee ISO/ TC 91, Surface 
active agents. 
 
Users should note that all International Standards undergo revision from time to time and that 
any reference made herein to any other International Standard implies its latest edition, unless 
otherwise stated. 
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Introduction 

Accurate sampling is a difficult operation which requires much care. When it is necessary 
to obtain statistically valid information about a product, it is essential that the 
procedures de- scribed in this International Standard are followed. 
 
The manufacturer's responsibility for the satisfactory quality of a batch of product can 
only be established at the time of manufacture. 
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Soaps and detergents — Techniques of sampling during 
Manufacture 
 

1  Scope and field of application 

This International Standard describes the general techniques of taking and preparing samples of 
soaps and detergents, for use in conjunction with a previously established sampling plan. 
 
This International Standard is only applicable during manufacture of soaps and detergents and only 
at the time of packaging (small and large packages) and it does not apply when a standard has been 
elaborated for a specific product. 
 
In the case of individual packages, this International Standard defines the techniques of preparing a 
bulk sample and a final sample. 
 

2  References 

ISO 607, Surface active agents and detergents Methods of sample division. 
 
ISO 862, Surface active agents — Vocabulary. 
 
ISO 6206, Chemical products for industrial use — Sampling Vocabulary. 
 
ISO 8213, Chemical products for industrial use — Sampling techniques — Solid chemical products in 
the form of particles varying from powders to coarse lumps. 

 

3  Definitions 

For the purpose of this International Standard the following definitions apply. 
 
3.1 soap 

See term 3 of ISO 862. 

3.2 detergent 

See term 2 of ISO 862. 

3.3 batch: A definite quantity of material corresponding to several sampling units which belong 
together because of their manufacture or production or packaging under conditions which are 
presumed to be uniform. 

3.4 sampling unit: A defined quantity of material having a physical boundary (for example an 
individual tablet or a container). 

3.5 sample: One or more sampling unit(s) taken from a larger number of sampling units, or one or 
more increments taken from a sampling unit (see ISO 6206). 

3.6 representative sample: A sample assumed to have the same composition as the material 
sampled when the latter is considered as a homogeneous whole (see ISO 6206). 

3.7 final sample: A sample obtained or prepared under the sampling plan for possible subdivision 

into identical portions for testing, reference or storage (see ISO 6206). 


